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Global recognition of Thai UHC

Professor Amartya Sen
‘2 Nobel Laureate
@' “The result of universal health coverage in Thailand has been a significant fall in mortality
e } (particularly infant and child mortality, with infant mortality as low as 11 per 1,000) and a remarkable
\ 9 rise in life expectancy, which is now more than 74 years at birth — major achievements for a poor

country. There has also been an astonishing removal of historic disparities in infant mortality

between the poorer and richer regions of Thailand; so much so that Thailand’s low infant

mortality rate is now shared by the poorer and richer parts of the country.”

Dr.Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Director-General, World Health Organization (WHO)

“Thailand is one of those countries. You are living proof that UHC is achievable and affordable
for all countries, at all income levels. Your experience shows that achieving UHC is not quick
or easy. It takes time, and it takes sustained political will, and community participation and ownership”

Dr. Jim Yong Kim

Former President, World Bank Group

“Thailand’s universal coverage reform dates from 2001. The program has substantially increased
health care utilization, especially among the previously uninsured. And the program had already
reduced by more than 300,000 the number of Thai people suffering catastrophic health care

costs.”

Mr. Ban Ki-moon

Former Secretary-General, United Nations

“| commend the National Health Security Office of Thailand. You have not only made all services
free, you are also working to extend universal health coverage to all. Thailand has also used

innovative approaches to deliver health care to rural populations.”




